
WILTON — First Select-
man Bill Brennan has
asked the Wilton Fire
Commission to accelerate
its selection process in
finding a new fire chief for
the town.

Brennan said he has re-
quested the Wilton Fire
Commission establish
steps to find a new chief
within the next three
months.

“We’ve got to crank up
and find a fire chief,” Bren-

nan said at the Board of
Selectmen’s Monday
meeting.

The candidate review
follows a New Haven fire-
fighter’s sudden decision
last week to withdraw from
consideration for the job.

The Wilton Fire Com-
mission submitted a con-
ditional offer of
employment in December
to Matthew Marcarelli,
who recently retired from
his position as safety offi-
cer for the New Haven Fire
Department.

Marcarelli was among a

group of 20 white firefight-
ers called the “New Haven
20” who won about $2 mil-
lion in damages from a
2009 U.S. Supreme Court
discrimination case.

The court ruled that city
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STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

AP photo / Stephan Savoia
Connecticut Gov. Dannel P. Malloy delivers his 2014 State of the State address in front of a joint session of the 
legislature in the House Chambers at the Capitol in Hartford Thursday. 

Malloy: ‘Positive change possible’

AP photo / Stephan Savoia
Connecticut Gov. Dannel P. Malloy gestures as he em-
phasizes a point during his 2014 State of the State ad-
dress in front of a joint session of the legislature in the
House Chambers in Hartford Thursday. 

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy proposed a
$19 billion budget Thursday that of-
fers tax breaks for middle-income
households, consumers and towns
while limiting spending growth to
just under 3 percent.

The plan for the fiscal year that
begins July 1 would double the
emergency budget reserve, but also
effectively spend more than $200
million in projected surpluses to

provide those tax breaks. The pro-
posal would expand the built-in
deficit after the election by more
than $50 million, pushing it to $1 bil-
lion.

Taking advantage of recent
growth in tax receipts, the governor
also proposed new funding for
prekindergarten programs, support-
ive housing for people with mental
illness and rental subsidies for low-
income seniors.

The administration not only kept
its word to preserve existing levels of
municipal aid, but also recom-

mended an $8 million increase in a
grant that reimburses communities
for lost revenues tied to property-
tax-exempt colleges and hospitals.

And after a year when legislators,
economists and construction trade
unions began to focus on back-
logged financing for transportation
projects, the governor recom-
mended more than 100 new engi-
neering and other positions at the
Department of Transportation to ac-
celerate work.

“Our work hasn’t been easy,” Mal-

Malloy offers $19B re-election year budget
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NORWALK — House Re-
publican Leader Lawrence
F. Cafero Jr. of Norwalk
praised several goals laid out
by Democratic Gov. Dannel
P. Malloy on Thursday, but
found the governor’s plan to
pay for them as lacking. 

“Do we all want universal
pre-K? I’d love it and I will
work hard for that so long as
we can do it in a fiscally re-
sponsible way,” said Cafero,
R-142. “You cannot just
make election year promises

NORWALK — The “year
for education reform in
Connecticut” might have
been two years ago, but that
doesn’t mean Gov. Dannel
Malloy is done pushing for
education reforms.

Malloy, in his annual
State of the State address,
plans to push for universal
pre-kindergarten, measures
to make college more af-
fordable, early college ini-
tiatives, additional funding
for the state’s higher educa-

Governor
wants a
legacy of
learning

Cafero
skeptical
over gov.’s
lofty goals
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Norwalk City Clerk Erin Herring, center, reads a proclamation from Mayor Harry
Rilling, announcing Thursday as School Based Health Center Awareness Day. Dr.
Robert E. Appleby School Based Health Centers Program Director Rhonda Ca-
puano, Human Services Council Executive Director Anthony DiLauro and Nor-
walk Superintendent of Schools Manual Rivera look on, during the  celebration
in honor of School Based Health Center Awareness Month at Brien McMahon
High School, Thursday.

Celebrating School Based 
Health Center Awareness Month

At right, Dr. Robert E. Appleby
School Based Health Center
Nurse Practioneer Julia Spark-
man examines Brien McMahon
High School senior Sabryna
Nichols Thursday. February is
School Based Health Center
Awareness Month.

Brennan seeks expedited
fire chief selection after
Marcarelli withdrawal

Stamford schools take enrollment plan
on the road — pitch directly to parents

STAMFORD — The
Stamford Public Schools
are taking their overcrowd-
ing easement plan on the
road, pitching the plan di-
rectly to parents.

With many elementary
schools operating at or just
above capacity, part of Su-
perintendent Winifred
Hamilton’s plan is to invite
soon-to-be fifth graders to
the city’s two magnet mid-
dle schools.

In two separate presen-
tations, the district pre-
sented the plan and, so far,
Hamilton said the recep-
tion has been good.

“I think choice goes
over well, each and every
time,” she said this week. “I
think when you have good
programs like we have at
Scofield (Magnet Elemen-
tary School) and Rip-
powam (Middle School),
parents will open the door
and listen.”

The plan is to allow cur-
rent fourth graders, if they

and their families so
choose, to enter fifth grade
at either Scofield or Rip-
powam. The students,
Hamilton said, will have
two teachers, one for Eng-
lish and social studies and
one for math and science,
along with their own part
of the building, recess and
their own lunch period.

“This would not be a
junior high model where
kids would be all over the
building interacting or in
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